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PREFACE: 
HE ſubſtance. of the following Diſcourſe, 


T as the title afſures you, was occgſioned by N 
the Death of M, ELIZABETH CHRISTIAN; 
and its being made public, is at the requeſt US 
her mother, and others, who heard it. As it ö 
was preached without notes, paſſibly ſome cir- | 4 
cumftances may be forgot, and ſome inſerted, l 
that was not delivered: Yet I am perſuaded, 
» as I committed my thoughts that evening. to 
writing, there is nothing material emitted ; and 
J cannot help thinking, but thoſe, who enjoy a 
retentive memory, that heard it, will find it is 
much the ſame. That they may the better 
judge, I have not altered the form of delivery, 
por the ſake of being more methodical or or- 
derly ; but have, as near as 1 could, wrote it 
in the form I then made uſe of; which, being 
affetted with the Providence, was to inſift on 
thoſe things I was favoured with the remem- 
brance of, and that without any particular 
Study to a regular diſpoſal, which I wiſh the 
matter may atone for, and make amends. 1 
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am mot againſt a proper toncern for a practice 
of this kind; yet God forbid, that, on any occa- 


fron, I ſhould attempt to ſtifle what may be uſeful 


and precious, merely becauſe its not conſiſtent 
with the f 7 ts 1 thoſe, who ſeem 
induſtrious ſelves - chi 
crucified. 


Some, perhaps, eeing 74 it is a F uneral, N 


Peres 1 ſhould have devoted - five or fix pages : 


in giving an account of” the Deceaſed ; but re- 


KU % © We 


membering oY: | ge fo the trvin Ke and, 


TALE. 


7 am aa what > bave 4 IF this 
kind, 10 conftent with truth.” May the Lord, 
who ihbabits the praiſes of Iſrael, TA every 
im perfection, and let not any N the important 
truths infifted on fo Wer by. the manner in which 
they appear ; 3 "but, on the contrary, make them. 
of uſe and comfort to many; eſpecially may i * 
lead believers to obſerve, that to die is gain „ 
and that precious in the ſight, of the Lord. is 


the Death of bis Saints. 


ene 


TY 


| The HYMN before the SERMON. 


| I. 
| ET hopeleſs mortals mourn “ and cry | 
| When Death arreſts a friend; ' 1 


Such grief foretels they dread to die, 
And fear their latter end. 


IT. 


But we, who truſt in Jeſus, can't 
To ſuch exceſſes grieve, 

Since *tis not them, but we that want, 
Want what they now receive. 


-0; 


Freed from its clay, the ſoul, with ſpeed, 
Flew to the promis'd reſt ; 


There it adores, and lives, and reigns, _— —— 
And triumphs with the bleſt. | 


IV. 


Cou'd we, by faith, mount up and fly, | 4 
Ard view their glory here, | 
Shou'd we not want, yea---wiſh to die, 
That we might join 'em there? 1 


That is, Immoderately, or to excels. 


1 

am not againſt a proper concern for a practice 
of this kind; yet God forbid, that, on any occa- 
fron, T ſhould attempt to ſtiſie what may be uſeful 
and precious, merely becauſe its not conſiſtent 
with the formal track of. thoſe who ſeem more 
induſtrious ts preach themſelves than* C grid 
crucified. 


Some, perhaps, ſeeing it i a F Aera, ex- 
Pected TI ſhould have devoted five or fix pages 
in giving an account of the Deceaſed ; but re- 


membering that I preached to the living, and 


under an hope of being uſeful, 1 thought it 


more adviſeable only to mention ber as the words 
of my text led me to conſider her caſe : And 
T am perſuaded, what I have faid of this 


kind, is conſiſtent with truth. May the Lord, 
who inhabits the praiſes of Iſrael, pardon every 


imperfection, and let not any Y the important | 
truths inſiſted on fu Her by the manner in which 


they appear; but, on the contrary, make them 


of uſe and comfort to many; eſpecially may it 
lead believers to obſerve, that to die is gain, 


and that precious in the fight of the Lord is 
the Death of his Saints. 


— 
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The HY MN before the SERMON. 


I. 


E T hopeleſs mortals mourn “ and cry 
When Death arreſts a friend; ; 
Such grief foretels they dread to die, 
And fear their latter end. 


II. 


But we, who truſt in Jeſus, can't 
To ſuch exceſſes grieve, 


Since 'tis not them, but we that want, 
Want what they now receive. 


ied 


Freed from its clay, the ſoul, with ſpeed, 
Flew to the promis'd reſt ; 


There it adores, and lives, and reigns, 
And triumphs with the bleit. 


TE - 


Cou'd we, by faith, mount up and fly, 
Ard view their glory here, 

Shou'd we not want, yea---wiſh to die, 
That we might join em there? 


That is, Immoderately, or to excels. 
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concluſions t 
Do you think, my friends, that I ſhall preach 
this day differently from the reſt ? or that it is 
ſufficient if you attend only on theſe occaſions ? 
Muſt next Lord's-day be neglected. if there is 


Werwthucraniryc it is expected, and eameftly ds: 
fired, that I ſhould, at this time, preach from 
agreeable to the breach which God bas lately made 
amongſt us by Death; yet neither the deceaſed, or any 
of the ſurviving relatives, have made choice of any word 
for that purpoſe : Being therefore left at my liberty, and 
ſeeking for direction 8 I find myſelf moſt in- 
clined, relying on God for aſſiſtance, to open and ex- 
plain that portion of Scripture you may find in Pſalm 
exvi. verſ. 15. which I ſincerely wiſh may be of as 
much uſe to them who hear me, as I am perfuaded it has 
reference and conſiſteney with the Death of our _— 
The words read thus: "—— 


Precious in the fight of the L is the Death 
of bis Saints. 


HEN I behold the audience before 
me, and conſider what an increaſe 
there generally is on theſe occafions, I cannot 
help remarking the weakneſs of many: What 
expectations ſome have formed, or what ſtrange 
have drawn, I cannot tell. 


no funeral? or ſhall you have no need to at- 
tend ? God forbid I ſhould ſay any thing to 
diſcourage your attendance, at this or any other 


time. 1 have no ſuch deſign; and I am fatis- 
fied, 


* 
— 
He 


C5 
ed, that none but the ignorant or prejudice 
an think ſo: All I intend by ſuch an intro- 


Jacion, 1s, to inform you of the neceſſity of T 
conſtant attendance, at all ſeaſonable times, on 
a, preached:goſpel, and not, to: think it. ſufficient 
to appear only an theſe occaſions. 

n all:things; what a Sovereign is God L Hou 
umſcurcbable are bir judgments, und hit ways paſt 
wunds, and be heglt; neitber rs there any that 
can deliver out of his hand* .. y De ath, the moſt 
formidable of all evils, is intirely at his com- 
wand: Commiſſioned by him, it arreſts, and 
lays. us under its power, when and where he 
pleaſes: Tis neither royalty nor riches, that 
can ward or keep off the blow ; tis neither. age 
or youth, that can eſcape. In vain do we pur- 
fue, at times lk+theſe, every office of kindneſs, 
and act the part of a tender and compaſſionate 
friend. Or, on the contrary, if he ſays, For- 
bear, the diſeaſe, that, like Saul, has ſſain its 
thouſands, . capot kill. A ſparrow, fally \gor 
without his knowledge © and permiſſion.— 
Well, it is our duty, amidſt theſe diſplays of a 
ſovereign. power, to be ſtill, and know the Lord 
has done it“ who does all things well ?, and 
who is righteous in all his ways, and holy .in all 
his works . And who can hut admire the love 
and condeſcenſion of the Lord, to leave us the 
Word of his Truth; to which we do well; to 
take heed, and carefully peruſe, when ſuch 


diſplays of his ſovereignty, and power are before | 
us. How ought we to prize and eſteem this 


- Rom. xi. 33. b Deut. xxxii. 3g, c Matt. x. 29. d. fal- 
I. Alvi. io. e Mark vii. 37. f Pfal. exlv. 17. ä 


volume 


[91] 
volume of our Father's Grace, which is as a 
light in a dark place, and reconciles to us the 
myſteries of Providence! Would not the death 
of our relations and friends be a double loſs, 
was it not for this revealed will? I doubt not, 
but the tender Parent, and other afflicted Re- 
latives, before me, find the pleas of nature 
many and ſtrong. But conſider, - my friends, 
how much greater muſt have been your forrow, 
if you had no intimation of the nature of her 
change. Suppoling God had thought fit to 
make that all uncertainty to us while here—- 
ſuppoſing we were intirely in the dark about it 
What ſtrange conjectures, what falſe ideas 
would have followed! What diſtruſting fears, 
and perplexing thoughts, muſt have enſued ! 
But, glory be to his name ! he leaves you in no 
ſuch anxiety ; but, from various paſſages of his 
good word, moderates your ſorrow, ſpeaks com- 


> fortably, to your eaſe, and very plainly, con- 


cerning the Death of his Saints : Aſſuring you, 
that bleſſed are the Dead which die in the Lurds; 
and that thoſe, which ſeep in TFeſus, will God 
bring with him". TI obſerve, upon theſe, as 
well as upon other occafions, we ſeldom act 
the becoming part; either we are unaffected, 
or not properly ſo. Certain I am, that the pre- 
| ſent providence, and all of the like kind, in one 
. ſenſe, calls for mourning ; though, in another, 
BE, chere is room for rejoicing : The righteous periſb, 


4 or in.the manner they ought. At the removal 
of ſuch, the Church of Chriſt ſuſtains a loſs ; 


8 g Rev. xiv. 13. h 1 Theſ. iv. 14. i II. lvii. 1. 
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4 and n man layeth it to heart; i. e. properly, 


and we ſhould be affected with it, and ſenſible 
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WT Fed, that none but the ignorant or prejudice 
. can think ſo: All I intend by ſuch an intro- 
quckion, is, to Tnform you of the neceſſity of T 


conſtant attendance, at all ſeaſonable times, on 
a preached- goſpel, and not.to, think it ſufficient 
to appear only n theſe occaſions. | 24 baut 

In all th ings, what a Sovereign is God L. Ho 
wnſeor chable are his judgments, and his ways paſt 
finding out, Le hills, and he makes altve; be 
wound, and he heals ; neitber rs there any that 
can deliver out of his band. Death, the' moſt 
formidable of all evils, is intirely at his com- 
mand.; Commiſſioned by him, it arreſts, and 
lays us under. its power, when and where he 
pleaſes: Tis neither royalty nor riches, that 
can ward or keep off the blow ; 'tis neither. age 
or youth, that can eſcape. In vain do we pur- 
ſue, at times ke theſe, every office of kindneſs, 
and act the part of a tender and compaſſionate 
friend. Or, on the contrary, if he ſays, For- 
bear, — the diſeaſe, that, like Saul, has ſlain its 
thouſands, cannot kill. A ſparrow falls got 


without his knowledge © and permiſſion.— 

Well, it is our duty, amidſt theſe diſplays, of a 
ſovereign. power, to be ſtill, and know the Lord 
has done it“, who does all things welle, and 
who is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all 
lis works. And who can but admire the love 
and condeſcenſion of the Lord, to leave us the 
Word of his Truth; to which we do well to 
take heed, and carefully peruſe, when ſuch 
diſplays of his ſovereignty, and power are beforę 


us. How ought we to prize and eſtcem this 


a Rom. xi. 33. b Deut. xxxii. 39, e Matt. x. 29. @ Pal; 
Alvi. 10. e Mark vii. 37, f Pfal. cxlv. 17. 


volume 
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volume of our Father's Grace, which is as a 
light in a dark place, and reconciles to us the 


myſteries of Providence! Would not the death 


of our relations and friends be a double loſs, 
was it not for this revealed will? I doubt not, 
but the tender Parent, and other afflicted Re- 
latives, before me, find the pleas of nature 
many and ſtrong. But conſider, - my friends, 
how much greater muſt have been your forrow, 
if you had no intimation of the nature of her 
change. Suppoſing God had thought fit to 
make that all uncertainty to us while here—- 
ſuppoſing we were intirely in the dark about it 
What ſtrange conjectures, what falſe ideas 
would have followed! What diſtruſting fears, 


and perplexing thoughts, muſt have enſued ! 


But, glory be to his name! he leaves you in no 
ſuch anxiety ; but, from various paſſages of his 
good word, moderates your forrow, ſpeaks com- 
fortably, to your eaſe, and very plainly, con- 
cerning the Death of his Saints: Aſſuring you, 
that blefſed are the Dead which die in the Lurds; 


and that thoſe, which /leep in Feſus, will God 


bring with him". TI obſerve, upon theſe, as 
well as upon other occaſions, we ſeldom act 
the becoming part; either we are unaffected, 
or not properly ſo. Certain! am, that the pre- 
ſent providence, and all of the like kind, in one 
ſenſe, calls for mourning ; though, in another, 


there is room for rejoicing : The righteous periſh, 
aànd no man layeth it to heart'; i. e. properly, 
or in the manner they ought. At the removal 


"of ſuch, the Church of Chriſt ſuſtains a loſs; 


and we ſhould be affected with it, and ſenſible 
f g Rev. xiv. 13. h 1 Theſ. iv. 14. i 1. lyii. 1. | 
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of it. The cauſe of truth is low; therefore 
theſe things ſhould put us upon praying to the 
Lord, to raiſe up others in their ſtead, that 
Zion may flouriſh, and her branches be repaired. 
But, as I have hinted, the point, confidered in 
another light, admits of joy, and calls for 
thankfulneſs. Perhaps this will appear evident 
and plain, by a cloſe application to the words 
of my text. 3 
They were, it ſeems, wrote by David, and 
that juſt after the Lord had wrought out a 
remarkable deliverance for him; which, that he 
might not forget, pens this Pſalm. He begins 
by telling us, that he loves the Lord, becauſe he 
hath heard the voice of his ſupplications. And 
indeed it ſhould both raiſe our admiration, and 
increaſe our love, to think that God has an ear 
for our complaints. On account of God's ap- 
yy for him, he declares he will call upon 
im as long as he lives; and that, as aſſiſted, in 

every future diſtreſs, he will make uſe of the 
fame means for help and comfort; for where 
the Lord delivers, he gives an heart to defire. 
In ſome of the following verſes we are told of 
his impatience and miſconduct under afflictions, 
and of God's goodneſs toward him, which fills 
him with gratitude and wonder; ſo that while 
he contemplates the divine favour, he is at a 
loſs to expreſs his ſenſe of it: What ſhall I 
render (ſays he) unto the Lord, for all his bene- 
fits toward me? he anſwers thus: I will take 
the cup of ſalvation, and call upon the name 7 
the Lord; and then adds, I will pay my vows 
unto the Lord, now m the preſence of all his 
people. It is very natural for man in affliction 
| to 


CY 
to vow and promiſe; and, I am inclined to be- 
lieve, this ſhews our attachment to works, as 
though God could not but chuſe to help, when 
we propoſe. to make a ſort of ſatisfaction. I 
do not mention this becauſe I think every vow 
finful, but I fear moſt come from a baſe bot- 
tom ; and that many are, like the Children of 
Iſrael, made in our own ſtrength, and ſo ne- 
ver performed. But if any thing has paſſed 
between the Lord and our fouls, may David be 
our pattern, who ſays, I will pay them ; I have 
not, Lord, forgot my voluntary promiſe, in the 
day of my diſtreſs, nor will I defilt from the 
performance; but, as helped, I will pay my 
vows unto the Lord; and that not preſently, 
but now; now, while a ſenſe of thy. goodneſs 
is before me; and that not in private, as though _ 
J was aſhamed, but it ſhall be in the preſence 
of all thy people. After this, are the words I 
firſt read, which ſeem to be a kind of a reſt 
or pauſe, in which David looks upon Death in 
a different light then what perhaps he had done 
a little before; and, with regard to God, con- 
cludes, That precious in his fight is the Death 
of his Saints. — That I may open this myſtery 
(for ſo it doubtleſs is to many), with the greateſt 
plainneſs I can, and, at the ſame time, ſhew 
what reference it has to the Death of our Friend, 
I ſhall diſcourſe more particularly from the 
words in the following manner : 


L I ſhall obſerve that God has among the 


children of men thoſe whom he calls his 
Saints. 


II. Shall ſhew you why they muſt die. 
Gs B 2 III. Conſider 


—— . mn 
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III. Conſider for what reaſons the death of 
his Saints are ſaid to be precious in his 
ſight. 

And from the whole, as I proceed, make 
ſuch obſervations as may be naturally drawn from 
the ſeveral heads I have propoſed, 
| May the Lord enable you to attend with ſeri- 
ouſneſs, and for profit, and me to ſpeak to the 
purpoſe; and with that becoming gravity and 
concern that the ſubjects require. TI was, 

IJ. To obſerve, That God has among the 
children of men, thoſe whom he calls his 
Saints. | 
That God has thoſe whom he calls ſo, is ge- 
nerally allowed by all, that pay any regard to 
his word: But ſome, I find, that read it rather 

for amuſement than advantage, think this is a 
name which only belongs to Angels, or ſome 
illuſtrious Saints of old. Angels are out of the 
queſtion by this verſe, ſince they are not ſubject 
to Death. And that the name more properly 
belongs to St. Paul, St. Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
or John, than any whom God calls by his grace, 
is a miſtake, and owing to a miſunderſtanding 
of the ſcriptures. Some, I know, think it little 
leſs than blaſphemy to have the name continued ; 
but why ? What I. pray you was the Apoſtle 
Paul, or any of them by nature more than we? 
Was they not children of wrath even as 
others? Was not he, before converſion, in ig- 
norance, in unbelief, a blaſphemer, a perſecutor, 
an injurious perſon'? And does he not declare 
that all the difference was made by grace? ſay- 
ing, By the grace of God I am what I amv. 


11 Tim. i. 13. m 1 Cor, xv. 10. 


And 


1 
And if we carefully view the caſc of any other, 
it will be found the ſame; and appear that none 
are born Saints, but made ſo; or, as the Apoſtle 
has it, called to be Saints": So that it is a name 
common to the children of God in all ages, and 
may by no means be laid aſide or forgot; for 
though it is not to be expected there now is 
men of that figure and note as were the Apoſtles, 
yet there is Saints, and faithful in Chriſt Jeſus. 
I would farther enlarge upon this point, by con- 
ſidering why this name is given, and continued 
to the children of men. And here let me ob- 
ſerve, it may be, Firſt, becauſe all ſuch are or- 
dained, ſeparated, and ſet apart, to taſte of grace 
here, and glory hereafter. 'Tis not more true 
what the Lord ſays of Feremah, than it has 
reference to all his people, concerning whom he 
ſays, Before I formed thee in the belly, I knew 
thee ; and before thou cameſt forth out of the womb, 
T janttified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet un- 
to the nations*?. Now I apprehend that ſancti- 
fication here principally intends his being or- 
dained, and ſet apart for the great work of a 
prophet. And thus all Saints, as well as Tere- 
miab, are ſet apart, though not for prophets, yet 
for the ends of God's glory, and that before they 
came out from the womb, or were formed in the 
belly. This I think all muſt allow, that allow a 
God; for what is God? Is he not infinite, eter- 
nal ? Does he not declare the end from the be- 
ginning? Can we think he contrives and plots 
like man? builds and deſtroys, approves and diſ- 
approves of the ſame? This hing, let mortals 
call it what they will, is not God: For known 
n Rom. i. 7. o fer. i. 5. 
5 unto 


\ 
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unto bim are all things from the beginning” ; and 
with him there is not the ſhadow of a change. 
He is God, and changeth not l. His works of 
creation ſtand without alteration, and bis pur- 
| Poſes of grace and mercy, are more fixed and firm 

than the laws of the Medes and Perfians. 
Secondly, They may be called Saints, becauſe 
of that work of ſanctification which all ſuch paſs 
under. For where the Lord imputes his righte- 
ouſneſs, he imparts his grace; whom he predeſti- 
nates, them he alſo calls: Therefore even 
' infants cannot be excepted. They are born in 
fin, and ſhapen in iniquity*, which muſt not 
only be atoned for, but they regenerated, before 
they can go to glory ; for no unclean thing can 
enter there. I ſay nothing concerning the ſalva- 
tion of ſuch, nor do I know whether all, not 
having committed actual tranſgreſſion, do not 
partake of it ; but this I know, it muſt be through 
the Lord Jeſus, and they paſs under the change 
I here contend for. And though there is no vi- 
fible diſplay of this to us, yet who dare ſay it is 
not fo, ſince the Lord makes no exception, but 
tells us, all the juſtified and glorified are called? 
And why ſhould it be thought ſtrange ? Is any 
thing too hard for God? Nay, to ſpeak after the 
manner of men, it muſt be eaſieſt ; for the adult 
are not only paſſive, but found fighters againſt God. 
It muſt therefore follow, that all ſo ſet apart expe- 
rience this change ; and that if any man be ma- 
nifeſtatively in Chriſt, he is a new creature; 
and that the King's Daughter has not only a 
cloathing of wrought Gold, but is all-glorious 
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within”. The neceſſity of this appears, by con- 
ſidering that heaven cannot be enjoyed without 
it; for without holineſs no man can ſee the Lord*. 
There muſt be a ſuitableneſs between the perſon 
and the thing enjoyed; but what agreement be- 
tween light and darkneſs, or Chriſt and Belial? 
Have we not ſeen, when the young and vain 
have been conſtrained to attend, and be with 
their parents, or friends, at public worſhip, how 
aukwardly and irreverently they have behaved ; 
how reſtleſs and uneaſy they have ſeemed? fo 
that their very countenances have betrayed their 
ignorance and vanity. If therefore they can be 
no more compoſed in our imperfect aſſemblies, 
what could they do in heaven ? without a change 
would it not be a hell to ſuch, where every ob- 
ject muſt fill them with ſhame and confuſion ! 
Thus we ſee, even in this life, that two cannot 
walk together except they be agreed; and that 
though we was not choſen for holineſs, yet be- 
cauſe we ſhould be ſo, even holy and without 
blame before bim in love“. 
Again, Saints may be deſcribed externally, and 

by conſidering that both their outſide, and in- 
ward experience, agrees to thoſe of old; that 
will ſtrengthen our reaſons for continuing the 
name. I having already touched upon the in- 
ternal part, would now juſt obſerve, that by 
conſulting the word, our. outward appearance is 
much the ſame as was theirs three thouſand 
years ago; I mean in the eyes of the world, 
weak and fooliſh. Thus Naab, being moved by 
fear, prepared an ark; in doing which he con- 
demned the world, and became an heir of that 
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righteouſueſs that was by faith*. And I am 


perſuaded he did not more condemn them in 
practice, than they him in ſpeeches, wondering 
at his fimplicity in providing a fafeguard for 
what they thought he had no room to fear. 
Thus we daily find, that thoſe who tremble at 
God's word, believe its contents, and are ena- 
| bled through grace to fly to Chriſt, as the Ark 
of God's ſtrength, for ſafety and proteCtion, are 
equally derided and blamed ; and fome of thoſe 
ſcoffers are not convinced of their folly, till the 
flood of God's wrath ſweeps them away. Saints. 
ever have been, and will be, diſeſteemed by the 
men of this world, they only ſeeing their outſide, 
make them the objects of contempt and ſcorn, 
and look upon them as the ſcum of the earth. 
But Saints are compared to Nuts, which though 
they have a mean outſide, yet a delicious kernel. 
Ves, thanks be to God, they have a life the 
world knows nothing ot; a life that is hid with 
Chriſt in God; and when Chriſt, who is their 
life, ſhall appear, they ſhall appear with him 
in glory®. Again, as though they were fools 
and ideots, the worldly have in every age ſhun'd 
their company, and, if no ſelf-end was in view, 
cared not for their converſation. And is it not fo 
now ? does not the world love its own ; and, as 
the vulgar proverb is, Birds of a feather flock. 
together? Well, let the Saints remember, if 
they were of the world, it would love them. 
Be not concerned at this, my friends, but re- 
Joice, and remember a day is coming, one, 
when theſe deluded mortals ſhall better diſcern 
between the righteous and the wicked, and 
2 Heb. xi. . a Cant. vi. 11. b Col. iii. 4. 
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know the difference between him that ſerveth 
God, and him that ſerveth him note. 

Let us now, from this head, make the fol- 
lowing uſes : . 
Firſt, Learn hence, however ſtartling it may 
appear, that it ſhall be found at laſt all are Saints 
or Devils. Men may divide and ſubdivide as 
they pleaſe, and make uſe of diſtinctions hardly 
diſtinguiſhable, yet in the end it will be found as 
I ſay, either Wheat or Tares, Sheep or Goats, 
Believers or Unbelievers,; there will be no By- 
ander, no unconwexted Perſon, no Purgatory ; 
it will be Heaven or Hell, Chri/? and Salvation, 
or, if any thing ſhort, everlaſting Deſruction. 

But, Second, Is there ſuch good reaſons to be 
given for the continuance of the term ? and does 
it appear from ſcripture, that there is ſuch a taſte 
of grace here and glory hereafter? Then may eve- 
ry ſoul before me, who uſes this as a term of re- 
proach, bluſh and be aſhamed. What an inſtance 
of ignoranceisit for any to ſay this and the other is 
Saintiſh ! intending it as a mark of diſgrace, when 
it is indeed an honourable epithet, and ſerves to 
remind ſuch, if really ſo, of the honour conferred 
upon them. 

Third, Oa the contrary, if there are any before 
me that pleaſe themſelves with this name, who it 
may be at preſent have no right to it ; let ſuch 
remember that Saints are glorious within, though 
mean without ; that though they work not for 
life, yet from it, and are ordained not to diſho- 
nour God, but to ſhew forth his glory. Men 
may call themſelves, or the Pope, if he pleaſe, 
make Saints; yet I would tell them, the name 
c Mal. iii. 18. 
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without the bleſſing ſhall be of no more uſe than 
Eſau's; and that all this ſhall not profit, if 
they be yet in the gall of bitterneſs, and bond of 
iniquity. 

Fourth, If upon enquiry we can arrive at any 
ſatisfaction, and without deceiving ourſelves, ſafe- 
ly conclude we are by Grace one of that number; 
then may it be our ſtudy and care to walk wor- 
thy our profeſſion and calling ; and may we be 
led to wonder and admire at the love of God to- 
ward us. O how much in this reſpe& do the 
children of this world in their generation exceed 
the children of light! How careful are many to 
preſerve their honour, and ſecure their poſſeſſions? 
And how particularly cautious in the choice of 
their company and friends! Let Saints then 
endeavour to remember, they are the children 
of a King ; and be filled with an holy indigna- 
tion againſt the paths of fin, and the ſociety of 
the prophane: And may a ſenſe of their relation 
to the Lord, prevent an immoderate deſire after 
the things of time and ſenſe, remembering that 
in Chriſt they have durable riches and righteouj- 
neſs*. So may the frequent views of our un- 
merited mercies, lead us always to admiration and 
praiſe ; let us often be ſaying, when contempla- 
ting this character, Why me, and not another ?— 
Grace (if I know any thing of it) is of an hum- 
bling nature, and the more I am helped by faith 
to view a Redeemer's love, the lower I am in my 
own fight. When David ſent to requite Abi- 
gal's favour, by making her his wife, We woman 
was loſt in wonder at the King's condeſcenſion 
and goodneſs, and thinks that to be a ſervant of 

d Prov. viii. 18. 


his 


1 


his ſervants would better become here. And 


ought we not to admire that our Maker ſhould 
become our Huſband, though the Lord of Hots 
is bis name, and, like Abigal, have a grateful 
ſenſe of his love and condeſcenfion. When Da- 

vid would have Mephibeſheth eat bread at his 
table, he ſays, J Was. / fuch a dead dog as I ams. 
And can we leſs admire that ſuch unworthy 
worms, ſhould have a feaſt of fat things pro- 
vided®, wine on the lees well refined, and to 
hear our Jeſus ſay, Eat, O Friends, drink, yea 
drink abundantly, O beloved i. So David himſelf 
diſcovered kumility like this, when the meſſen- 
gers of Saul, perhaps in a rough uncouth manner, 


told him of the King's deſign in the marriage ot 


his daughter; to whom he replied, Seemeth it 
to you a light thing to be à King's ſon-in-law, (ſure 
you forget) I am but à poor man, and lightly 
eſteemed*? Thus may we reprove the giddy and 
unthinking, who deſpiſe the favours that thechil- 
dren of God enjoy, and be ſaying, when occaſion 
calls, What! ſeemeth it a light thing in your 
ſight to be related to Heaven's King, and eat 
with continuance of his ſpiritual favours ! What 
are we,-and what is our father's houſe, that we 
are brought hitherto! 

Laſtly, from this head, to apply it to the caſe 
of our deceaſed friend; ſuch was ſhe while a ſo- 
journer amongſt us, I mean, an admirer of Frec 
Grace; and had taſted of it: This all who knew 
her, and that know the Lord, will readily own, 
and muſt be conſtrained to ſay, ſhe lived as agree- 
able to every relation ſhe bore in the Church, 
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and Family, as moſt in the preſent day. As to 
the world and the things of it, happy for her, ſhe 
had very littie concern with, her life being in a 
ſingular manner devoted to the privileges of real 
Religion, in which her ſoul has been oft refreſhed 
and comforted. In her illneſs ſhe was reſigned, 
deſiring, when ſhe had intervals of ſenſe, that 
patience might have its perfect work, nor the af- 
fliction removed, till it ſhould have anſwered the 
gracious end for which it was ſent; which, 
though to our loſs, we now find was to her un- 
ſpeakable gain, we having room to believe it 
ended in giving her entrance upon OE 
Glory. 


Having proved that God has his Saints among 


the Children of Men, and given ſome reaſons }. 
why they may be ſo called, I ſhall now, Second- 


ly, attempt to ſhew they muſt die. 

T hat they do die, and have done, is beyond 
diſpute. 

Abel, the firſt appearance of the gracious pro- 
miſe, and firſt of the woman's ſeed, is no ſooner 
diſtinguiſhed in offering up his facrifice by faith, 


but he is diſtinguiſhed by a ſudden and awſul 
death. 


Noab, who found favour in the fie ht of God®, 
and who was preſerved from the + 140 of the 


flood, yet at length the waters of Death prevail- 
ed againſt him. 


Abraham, ſtiled the friend of God, ſaved and 


preſerved in many dangers, departs at laſt, and is 
gathered to his people. 


Tſaac, fo obedient to his father, and ſo reſigned 
to the will of God, is nevertheleſs worn out 
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with cares, his eyes become dim, and at God's 
command are cloſed in Death. Sn 
Jacob, that heir of trouble, who from his 
mother's womb was engaged in ſtrife; though 
he is preſerved in that awful famine, goes down 
to Ægypt in peace, and lives to ſee his beloved 
Foſeph again; yet in Grſhen he ſoon gives up 
the ghoſt, and expires in prophecy and praiſe. 

Foſeph, that fruitful bough®, whoſe branches 
ran over the wall; whoſe bow abode ſtrong in 
ſtrength, and whoſe Arms were made ſtrong by 
the Hands of the mighty God of Jacob; even 
this Joſeph dies at laſt in Ægypt, and gives com- 
mandment concerning his bones“. | 

Moſes too, that faithful ſervant in the Houſe 
of God, that meek and humble man, after bear- 
ing with the provocations of Iſrael for about 
forty years, is bid to go up to the Mount, and 
refign his life in the hands of his Redeemer ; as 
Aaron had done beſore him. 

Yea, Joſbna, that valiant chief, who fought the 
battles of the Lord, and who ſo often returned in 
triumph, is at laſt conquered by death, and leaves 
his earthly ſpoils behind him. | 

David alſo, and the reſt of the prophets, reſt 
from their labours. David, ſo expert in War, 
ſo great a conqueror, falls by Death, and Solo- 
mon his Son reigns in his ſtead, 

Nor has the Goſpel-day made a difference. 

Matthew and Mark are gone, Luke the belov- 
ed Phyſician, and Jon the beloved diſciple, are 
both departed; Peter has made his exit, and 
Paul's impriſonments, ſtripes, and hardſhips, are 
no more. Thus we ſee, the moſt illuſtrious die, 
n Ger. xliz. 22. o Heb, xi. 22. 
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and that we have room to ſay, Our Fathers, 
where are they? And the Prophets, do they live 
for ever? ? 

But I was not only to ſhew they die, but alſo 
to enquire, why ? 

And, Furſt, I apprehend the neceſſity of their 
Death appears on conſideration of their having 
ſinned; which Saints themſelves are not exempt 
from while here, for in their fleſh dwells no good 
thing . This therefore ſhews the reaſon why 
even the body muſt paſs under a change, before 
it can enter into glory; which being a part of 
Chriſt's purchaſe, it muſt do. 


Give me leave from hence to obſerve the holi- 


neſs and juſtice of God, who makes even his re- 
deemed ſubject to death, which diſplays his holy 
indignation againſt Sin. Ye careleſs and unthink- 
ing mortals, who conceive that the Lord is more 
merciful than juſt, meditate on theſe things ; 
and above all conſider the Death of Chriſt, who 
being only a ſinner by imputation, muſt not be 
freed neither from a temporal Death, nor the 
wrath of God. Ponder this diſplay of God's 
Juſtice ; and may ye be helped to ſay, If he 
ſpared not his own Son, how much leſs can we, 
upon fo weak a foundaiion, look for pardon, or 
expect forgiveneſs. 

Secondly, Saints muſt die, when their work 
is done, and the ends of their creation anſwered. 
T have already endeavoured to ſhew you God 
does all things according to his will, in the 
army of Heaven, and among the inhabitants 
of earth”; and that he acts not with uncer- 
tainty in any thing, we may be ſure then, as a 
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ſparrow falls not without leave, and that as 
the hairs of our head are numbered, and that 
as there is a ſet time for every purpoſe under 
the ſun, ſo therefore the Death of Saints can- 
not be forgotten. Hence I would obſerve, that 
all die, but not before their ſeveral parts are 
done, for none can make his exit before. 
This ſhould comfort churches in the removal 
of miniſters, who ſeem to be taken away in 
the midſt of uſefulneſs and ſervice ; but it only 
ſeems ſo, for when any are removed, we may 
conclude their work of every kind is done, 
and therefore God, in mercy, has taken them 
away from the evil to come. May this ſupport 
the mourners before me; let the weeping mother 
and diſconſolate brother and ſiſter meditate on 
this for comfort: Does not the labourer look 
for the hour of reſt, and expect his diſmiſſion at 
the appointed time? even ſo the Saints deſire to 
wait all the days of their appointed time, till 
their change come. 

Third, Saints muſt die, to make way for 
others. Nothing ſhort of that God, in whom 
we truſt, could manage this difficult taſk, and 
bring on and call of, from the ſtage of time, 
without ſtrange confuſion. And why the life 
of the wicked are ſo long continued, is ſome- 
times accounted for by obſerving, that from 
them ſhall deſcend and appear, at ſuch a time, 
ſome of God's choſen. And ſometimes, be- 
cauſe they live to be a ſcourge to the Saints for 
their own folly ; and yet they, i. e. the wicked, 
at the ſame time filling up their meaſure of fin, 
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till it ripens to maturity, and they, in wrath, 
be taken away. And again, ſometimes quite 
the contrary; I mean when, for ſome baſe end, 
they are concerned to nouriſh and protect thoſe 
whom they hate; for God's children are often 
made to ſuck honey out of the rock, and oil 
out of the flinty rock*. 5 e 
Fourth, Saints muſt die, that they may re- 
ceive the exceeding great and precious pro- 
miſes made unto them. All that mortals do, 
or can enjoy here, fall vaſtly ſhort of coming 
up to what God has prepared for them that 
love and fear him”. Riches, honour, fame, 
yea, if all earthly bleſſings could unite together, 
they would be trifling to the joys above, to a 
ſeat at Chriſt's right-hand, where there are 
rivers of pleaſure for ever- more“. God gives 
his children a hope of this glory, and therefore 
they look for a fulfilment of the promiſe, and 


_ rejoice that there yet remains a reſt for them *®. 


And he is faithful that has promiſed, there 
ſhall not one good thing fail“. It is on this 
account they die, and depart to be with Chriſt, 
which is far better than to be here*, who will 
have all his with him, where he is, to behold 
his gloty*. Mourn not then, my friends, for 
her, but rather for yourſelves, ſince for ends 
like theſe ſhe is in mercy taken away: O rather 
may it be our grand concern, to know our in- 
tereſt in a living Redeemer! that when he calls 
we may be ready, yea, willing to depart, ſaying, 
upon his appearing in ſuch a manner, Lo, this 
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God is our God; I have waited for him, now 
1 will I be glad, and rejoice in his ſalvation b. 
Þ- I now proceed, in the laſt place, to confider 
+ for what reaſons it may be ſaid, the Death of 
” Saints are precious in the fight of the Lord. 
Firſt, It 1s precious, as it anſwers the de- 
ſigns and purpoſes of his love and grace toward 
them. Thus (if I might compare great things 
with ſmall) we may obſerve it is with men, 
. who when any has been engaged a conſiderable 
time, in bringing to light ſome curious machine 
for the public good, what delight and pleaſure 
has it afforded, when all their ſcattered parts 
have been put together, and it has fully anſwered 
the end deſigned! I grant, indeed, that in many 
things there is a diſparity; but yet ſo it is, ſpeak- 
ing after the manner of men, with the Lord, at 
the Death of his Saints, who beholds all his de- 
figns exactly to have anſwered their great intend- 
ment. And, oh ! what a field for contemplation 
does this open to the believer, to conſider what 
goes before it! God, in the enjoyment of his 
perſons, once dwelt alone, yet, from his ex- 
iſtence, which had no beginning, he deter- 
mined to make his glory known to thouſands. 
Angels are created, ſome confirmed, ſome left 
upon a mutable bottom, or to the freedom of 
4 their wills: They all fall (that were upon that 
3 


* bottom), are ejected, and drove out from the 
** gracious preſence of God, and are reſerved in 
chains of darkneſs unto the judgment of the 
A great day<. Again, God creates theſe lower 
þ. - > - heavens and lower earth, and makes man, 
Be which was not a new thought, but according 
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made for the ends of his glory; and Adam wzs 
an head and repreſentative cf all that ſhould 


follow, who being, like the fallen Angels, left 


to the liberty of his will, he falls, and his 


poſterity in him. "The Lord now diſcovers his 


 defign with the woman's feed, tells him it ſhall 


bruile the ſerpent's head, and makes it appear 
all ſuch are ſafe in that everlaſting covenant, 
ordered in all things, and ſure*%. The promiſed 
Saviour, in which the Patriarchs truſted, came 
according to the prophecy, once in the end of 
the Jeuiſb world, and offered up himſelf as a 
facrifice for the fins of his people. At his de- 
parture he promiſes, that the Comforter ſhall. 
take of the things of Jeſus, and ſhew them to 
use; and that he will be with his Miniſters, 
even unto the end of the world*, They, thus 
encouraged, diaw the bow at a ventures; he 
guides the arrow to the heart, opens the womb 
of converſion, and compels his children to come 
in: They, through grace, believe, rejoice in his 
love, fulfil his good pleaſure here, and then are 
removed, by Death, to enter upon the man- 
ſions of glory he has prepared for them: Thus 
precious in the fight of the Lord is the Death of bis 
Saints, If I ſtudied enlargement, I might here 
conſider that all God's works are common to the 
three Perſons, and ſhew how it is precious in 
the ſight of them all : That the Father delights 
in beholding what his infinite wiſdom has de- 
viſed ;—that the Son delights in ſeeing the end 
of his labour, the travail of his ſoul, and is ſa- 
tisfied ;—and the Holy Spirit in viewing them, 
which he not only quickened, and called out of 
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darkneſs into marvellous light, but which he 


fearing I may be thought too long, I would, 
Secondly, obſerve, the death of Saints.muſt be 
precious to the Lord, becauſe they then not only 
ceaſe to fin, murmur, complain, or have hard 
thoughts of God ; but on the contrary, have a 
clear and comprehenſive view of his love and 
favour towards them. Sin, while here, is the 
believer's burden, under which he groans, and 
ſighs for deliverance; nor can our modern Per- 
fectioniſts, either by their weak arguments, or 
weaker conduct, ſatisfy the diſcerning, that it is, 
or ever will be otherways in this vale of tears. 
I grant indeed, they have a part that cannot fin, 
and therefore commences that warfare and con- 
teſt between fleth and ſpirit; for what can be 


ſeen in the Shunamite, but as it were the company 


of two armies*, Alas! fuch is our 1gnorance 
and ſinfulneſs, that we are very apt to murmur 
and complain, and like the Jeu of old, mutter 
perverſeneſs! ; ; or like Fo2nah, ready to ſay, 1 do 
well to be angry, even to death®, VV ell, our 
friend has done with this; the war in the mem- 
bers is over, — Thoſe low deſponding thoughts 
to which we are addicted, are gone ;—that jea- 
Jouſy and ſuſpicion, which was wont to grieve, 
Can return no more ; —ſin of every kind is fled ;— 
the whole hoſt of her ſpiritual enemies are put to 
flight, not daring to purſue, and the is more than 
conqueror through the Lord Jeſus. Nor does ſhe 
only enjoy freedom from every toe, but has now a 
pleaſure in beholding thoſe Providences, that were 
once myiterious and perplexing, and is mace to re- 
h Eph. iv. 30, k Song vi. 13. I IG. Lx. 3 m Jonab iv.. 
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;joiĩce in many n whoſe denial was once the 
- occaſion of grief and trouble. Now that text 
ſhines With an unknown luſtre, where it ſays, 
All things work together for good, to them 
that Iove God, who are the called according to his 
purpoſe®. Now dark things are made light, and 
crooked things made ſtraight, and ſhe perfectly 
reconèiled to the will of her Lord. Thus it ap- 
pears God delights in being underſtood, and in 
convincing his people of that love he ever did, 
and ever will bear unto them. Who can help 
faying, Q the depth of the riches both of the wij- 
dom and knowledge of God ! bow unſearchable are 
bis judgments, and bit way: paſt finding out. 

If God has ſuch delight in his Saints, as I have 
been ſhewing, ought not the wicked and pro- 
phane to be careful of their conduct and behavi- 
our towards them, remembering that he reproved 
Kings for their ſake, and that. whoſo toucheth 
them, toucheth as it were the apple'of God's 
eye. Beſides, methinks the wicked have but 
mall reaſon, in one ſenſe, to act ſuch a part; for 
all the common mercies they enjoy, is by reaſon 
of God's having a people upon the earth; for 
they are; as Hannah ſays, the Pillars of the earth, 
and the Lord has ſet the world upon them. For 
them Summer and Winter endures, and the re- 
volving ſeaſons run their appointed round. For 
them all temporal mercies are continued, and 
when they are no more, thoſe mercies ſhall ceaſe. 
Theſe Props being removed, that confuſion fo 
oft propheſied of, ſhall immediately follow ; God 
being determined then to pour out the vials of 
his wrath, and to conſume the earth with the 
inhabitants thereof. 

n Rom. viii, 28, © Rom. xi. 33. 


But 


VT. 
But to return; I having a little ſhewn the a- 
greeable alteration that takes place, at the death 
of Saints, I might here enlarge upon theit buſt- 
neſs, and bleſſedneſs above; but knowing 1 cannet 
now enter upon an enquiry of that kind, without 
conſiderably contracting my own ſhort ideas of 
the matter, I ſhall therefore content myſelf with 
only juſt obſerving, with regard to our young 
Friend, what a change a few days has made, and 
. WG 57525 ; PRI 
Laſt Lord's-day, and on the Monday morn- 
ing?, ſhe was labouring hard for lite, and ſtrug- 
gling under the cold hand of Death. — Her 
minutes were ſpent with heavy groans, and ev 
moment gave various ſignals of her great diſtreſs. 
— Me ſaw, and pity'd, but could not help —An 
awful paleneſs increaſed, her pulſe ceaſed to 
beat, her ſighs leſſened, the forgot to groan, and 
in an inſtant was, What? O! amazing! a 
ſeparate ſpirit, freed from her clay, eſcorted by 
Angels, and with wonder and praiſe brought be- 
fore the throne. rn N 
She has indeed by. this change, loſt her earthly 
friends, and left a tender and compaſſionate mo- 
ther behind : Yet, ſweet exchange ! ſhe is gore 
to that friend that ſticketh cloſer than that of a 
brother, even to Jeſus, who more than anſwers 
every relation ſhe has loſt, and who is a Kinſman, 
Friend, Brother, Father, and Huſband to his people. 
She has loſt the means of grace, and the company 
of the godly here, in whom was her delight; 
yet as well might a man regret, that has loſt 
tome uncertain ſtream, and found a_ Fountain; 
for ſhe ſees not through a lattice now, or a glaſs 
p She died on the Monday about 11 o'clock. 
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Joice in many things, whoſe denial was once the 
occaſion of grief and trouble. Now that text 
thines with an unknown luſtre, where it ſays, 
All things work together for good, to them 
that love God, who are the called according to his 
pur poſes. Now dark things are made light, and 
crooked things made ſtraight, and ſhe perfectly 
reconciled to the will of her Lord. Thus it ap- 
pears God delights in being underſtood, and in 
convincing his people of that love he ever did, 
and ever will bear unto them. Who can help 
faying, O the depth of the riches bath of the wiſ- 
dam and knowledge of God ! bow unſearchable are 
bis judgments, and his ways paſt finding out l 
If God has ſuch delight in his Saints, as I _ 

been ſhewing, ought not the wicked and 
phane to be careful of their conduct and hear 
our towards them, remembering that he reproved 
Kings for their ſake, and that whoſo toucheth 
them, toucheth as it were the apple'of God's 
eye. Belides, methinks the wicked have bur 
{mall reaſon, in one lenſe, to act ſuch a part; for 

all the common mercies they enjoy, is by reaſon 
of God's having a people upon the earth; for 
they are; as Hannah ſays, the Pillars of the ated. 
and the Lord has ſet the world upon them. For 
them Summer and Winter endures, and the re- 
volving ſeaſons run their appointed round. For 
them all temporal mercics are continued, and 
when they are no more, thoſe mercies ſhall ceaſe. 
Theſe Props being removed, that confuſion ſo 
oft propheſied of, ſhall immediately follow; God 
being determined then to pour out the vials of 
his wrath, and to conſume the earth with the 
inhabitants thereof. 
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But to return ; I having a little ſhewn the a- 
greeable alteration that takes place, at the death 
of Saints, I might here enlarge upon their buſi- 
neſs, and bleſſedneſs above; but knowing I cannot 
now enter upon an enquiry of that kind, without 
conſiderably contracting my own ſhort ideas of 
the matter, I ſhall therefore content myſelf with 
only juſt obſerving, with regard to our young 
Friend, what a change a few days has made, and 
ſo conclude. h | 
Laſt Lord's-day, and on the Monday morn- 
inge, ſhe was labouring bard for life, and ſtrug- 
gling under the cold hand of Death. — Her 
minutes were ſpent with heavy groans, and eve 
moment gave various ſignals of her great diſtreſs. 
e ſaw, and pity'd, but could not help —An 


awful paleneſs increaſed, her pulſe ceaſed to 


beat, her ſighs leſſened, the forgot to groan, and 
in an inſtant was, What? O! amazing! a 
ſeparate ſpirit, freed from her clay, eſcorted by 
Angels, and with wonder and praiſe brought be- 
fore the throne. 

She has indeed by. this change, loſt her earthly 
friends, and left a tender and compaſſionate mo- 
ther behind : Yet, ſweet exchange ! ſhe is gore 
to that friend that ſticketh cloſer than that of a 
brother, even to Jeſus, who more than anſwers 
every relation ſhe has loſt, and who is a Kinſman, 
Friend, Brother, Father, and Huſband to his people. 
She has loſt the means of grace, and the company 
of the godly here, in whom was her delight; 
yet as well might a man regret, that has loſt 
tome uncertain ſtream, and found a Fountain; 
for ſhe ſees not through a lattice now, or a glaſs 

p Sie died on the Monday about 11 o'clock. 
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301 
darkly, but face to faces, and beholds the Man 
Chriſt, the God Man, in a manner it was not 
poſſible ſhe could below”. Nor when it is con- 
ſidered, can ſhe feel the loſs of ſuch companions 
-as we, ſince the has now joined the general 


aſſembly of the firſt-born in Heaven, enjoys a 
holy freedom with Angels, is among the ſpirits 
of juſt men made perfect, and above all, brought 
ear to Jeſus her Mediator and Redeemer *. 

Here at the beſt we are ſubject to error, and 


.mnterruption ; in the midſt of our moſt ſpiritual 


performances, ſome diſtrefling or ſimple thought 
oft breaks in, and mars our joy; or ſome cloud 
intervenes, and Jays us low: But with her how 


happily different! no ſhadow of a change, but 
rather a certainty, not only of the continuance 
of Knowledge, Holineſs, and Foy, but an increaſe 
of it, throughout all the ages of eternity. 


May ſuch conſiderations not only baniſh our 


immoderate grief, but be a means of enlarging 


our deſires after an enjoyment of theſe things. 
O that by faith we may oft be indulged with 
ſtriking views of the good land before us, and 
find, when God's time is come, a readineſs to en- 
ter, remembering, that Precious in his fight, is 


the Death of his Saints. 


q 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 


r John xix. 5.—Theſe words were preached from about 3 weeks 
before her Death: She was not only very comfortable in hearing, 
but © Behold the Man!” was almoſt always uppermoſt, till ſhe be- 
held him in Glory. 


s Heb. xii, 23, 24- 


END of the SERMON. 
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The Hy NN ſung at the Cloſe of the Sermon. 


I. 
nis finiſh'd now, the ſpirits gone, 
To glory gone, no fear; 
Temptations, trials, all are done, ; 
No troubles enter wenn 85 
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Nor fear of Death, nor fear of Hell, 
Can e'er diſturb her more oP 

"Tis ours to fear what Satan tell, 
Her doubts and fears are o'er. 


III. 


What crowns her bliſs, *tis ever ſo, 
A change can never come; 

No, the bright world, to which we go, 
« Is our eternal home.” 


IV. 


O happy Death ! O ſweet releaſe ! 
From fin, and Satan free ! 

Lord ! when ſhall I, from ſinning ceaſe, 
O when ſo happy be? 


The 
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darkly, but face to faces, and beholds the Man 

Chriſt, the God Man, in a manner it was not 
ble ſhe could below. Nor when it is con- 

ſidered, can ſhe feel the loſs of ſuch companions 

as we, fince ſhe has now Joined the general 


aſſembly of the firſt-born in Heaven, enjoys a 
holy freedom with Angels, is among the ſpirits 
of ja men made perfect, and above all, brought 
ear to Jeſus her Mediator and Redeemerꝰ. 

Here at the beſt we are ſubject to error, and 
interruption; in the midſt of our moſt ſpiritual 
performances, ſome diſtreſſing or ſimple thought 
oft breaks in, and mars our joy; or ſome cloud 
intervenes, and lays us low: But with her how 
happily different! no ſhadow of a change, but 
rather a certainty, not only of the continuance 
of Knowledge, Holineſs, and Foy, but an increaſe 
of it, throughout all the ages of eternity. 

May ſuch conſiderations not only baniſh our 
immoderate grief, but be a means of enlarging 
our deſires after an enjoyment of theſe things. 
O that by faith we may oft be indulged with 
ſtriking views of the good land before us, and 
find, when God's time is come, a readineſs to en- 
ter, remembering, that Precious in his light, is 
the Death of his Saints. 


q 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 


r John xix. 5.—Theſe words were preached from about 3 weeks 
* her Death: She was not only very comfortable in hearing, 
but © Behold the Man!“ was almoſt always uppermoſt, till ſhe be- 
held him in Glory. 


s Heb. xii. 23, 24. 
END of the SERMON. 
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The Hy MN ſung at the Cloſe of the Sermon. 
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7 IS finiſh'd now, the ſpitit's gone, 
To glory gone, no fear ; 
Temptations, trials, all are done, 


No troubles enter n 


II. 


Nor ſear of Death, nor fear of Hell, 
Can e' er diſturb her more * 
"Tis ours to fear what Satan tell, 


Her doubts and fears are o'er. 
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III. 


What crowns her bliſs, *tis ever ſo, 
A change can never come; 

No, the bright world, to which we go, 
<« Is our eternal home.” 


IV. 


O happy Death ! O ſweet releaſe ! 
From fin, and Satan free! 

Lord! when ſhall I, from ſinning ceaſe, 
O when ſo happy be? 
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Büsg e wait, Lord? may e pat d. 23.9 
As heirs af glory fhou'd! —. — 

wy now thoſe joys, ſweet mirth ey 
Ne be underſtood... 
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Help us to Tre what thou with give, 
What Sint? departed te! 
That hete we ta thy glory live, L432; £ 
Nor tremble at the grave! OS: 


"The following Four. Lincs are intended for an Ep1 TAP H. . 


Cunisriaxs muſt die, or here had not been laid, 
The body of this ſober, pious Maid. 
She was,---yet FI! forbear her worth to paint, 
And only ſay, ſhe Was, and is, a Saint! 
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